




















A Brutal Reality

Christopher Higgs

,QFHVW SHGRSKLOLD WRUWX[UH ,W-V EUXWDO DQG JUXHYRPH
A SuaDoOW MAP: DQG XQVSHDNDEOH EXW \HW |[DV 0DQQLQJ VD\V ZH PXVW
EULQJ WKH XQVSHDNDEOH LQWR WKH VSHDNDEOH LI KHDO[LQJ
FDQ HYHU RFFXU %HFDXVH WKHVH DUH UHDO SHRSOH ZLWK
OF SEXUAL ASSAULT UHDO VWRULHV DQG RXU MRE|DV WKH UHDGHU PXVW LQF®XGH
-RDQQD & 9DOHQWH HGLVWHQLQJ WR DQG EHOLHYLQJ WKHP
7KDW VDLG WKH RYHUDOOl UHDGLQJ H[SHULHQFH IRU
zzz&FLF\e(sLl?Q%FFEﬁtﬁégﬁ\fg\?%mgﬁl\/%{g\ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ WKDW PHPRUDEP\ XQFRPIRUWDEOH VFHQH L[Q
3DJHV 3ULOQW B HRERY LEN v A Oleckb@BD W DWLRQ RI
Orange ZKHUH WKH PDLQ FKDUDFWHU LV VXEMHFWHG
WR DQ DYHUVLRQ WKHUDS\ WPFWLF FDOOHG WKH /XGRYL|FR
1IRWKLQJ FRXOG KDYH SUHSFKIQETRH IRKHWKEN KH-V IRUFHG WR ZDWFK YLROHQW
RYHUZKHOPLQJ LQWHQVLW\ RLPWKHVZBRUWHWHQQH®KIHWULRGY RI WLPH ZKLOH KLV H\HV
SRZHUIXO FROOHFWLRQ RI RYHRUANI WM GG YRISHQ ZIVULW NSWRX®D ,Q IDFW , IRXQG P\VHOI
WKH WRSLF RI VXUYLYLQJ VH[XD@ D3MIUX OWs D, HDRUL QW RUXYQEZWKHQ KDVWLO\ SXWWLQJ ILw
with Vol. 1 Brooklyn HGLWRU -RDQQD RRZAP OBV BHUDVSLQJ IRU VRPHWKLQJ HOVH DQ\WKLQJ
1HZ <RUN EDVHG SRHW ZKRVH HARVH RIRRRFXYDPSOMMVHQWLRQ LQ RUGHU WR WU\ DQG AXVK
ZLWK LVVXHV VXUURXQGLQJ YLRROH QPIH IHYGI UK D\IWHYEDWR HVFDSH WKH UHDOLW\ WKH
GHVFULEHG WKH SURMHFW DWHMN @BRAMHRW WEH HP BYWHU UHDGLQJ WKH RSHQLQJ SDJHYV ,
LPSRUWDQW ZRUN ,-00 HYHU GRLWH KRQBEZ®B\VGR G QRMWWHD|IQW WR FRQWLQXH UHDGLQJ|WKL!
D VDIH VSDFH D VSDFH ZKHUHERRWNYL YRIUY FRWOZD §WDWR LQKDELW WKLV ZRUOG GLG QRW
WKHLU VWRULHYV DQG AJKW VWIDEW WQ G RPN V2R KHDYH WM XH VWRULHYV RI VH[XDO YLRPHQTF
QRW RQO\ RQ ZKDW VH[XDO DUQBXWWDXYDERQYGKREVWKBG ,|ZDQWHG WR UHWUHDW LQW[R WK
DIWHUPDWK VWD\V ZLWK \RX | RUHWH.O HZBYV RADRADRRF HVSWBLHQFH GHYRLG RI VH[XDO
PH DV D VXUYLYRU P\VHOI p ,Q@BHYO V VPR W KHQ B SIH\QLIMX O W ZDQWHG WR ORRN DZD\ DQE
FOXVWHU Rl WKUHH SUHYLRXV BUSNEDQEKWRBHIAHRPKEQIVNQGRQ-W KDSSHQ RU LI WKH\ GLG| ,
OHOQLFN3ZLWK WKH OLQHV ~$W MQWKMs WK QOFERUGIDWKIHWKHQG SUHVXPH WKH\ KDSSHQ
JUXQWLQJ GLVFRUG  ZKLFK O e e el e s
DV KH GHVWUR\HG PLQHM3ZKLFK VHWV WKH WRQH E\ VWLOO KDYH D KDUG WLPH XQGt
WKUXVWLQJ WKH KRUURU RI UDSH GAShatow\MapnN@ver UHDGHWXFK FUXHOW)\ DQG KRUURU H[L\
IDFH WR WKH AQDO SLHFH E\ &RULARO PRGIQLQQ HHYY EDFRWHDSHBSOH DUH VR UHVLOLHC
VKH ZULWHV “7R KHDO LV WR EUQQPYHRW R/ RRYWGN BEDW QAWUYUVEHIHUYV
RQFH H[LVWHG B\shaBvQMapH QEY & Wi 6SHDNLQJ RI SHUVLVWLQJ D
ALQFKHV QHYHU EDFNV DZD\ QAYHU VKLHAV DZD\ QHYHU SLHFHV IRU PH LQFOXGH &RULQQ
GHIHUV :RPHQ JHW UDSHG UHSRRWHGDY HIOAQD QMR R KDUWINQ X O O\ PORMY MARI P®I CRQ GF, VY V\H” SUKLLAD
DQG QRQELQDU\ SHRSOH WRR QRQGDRKDOSUMGEH MR WP B Q\HDV LOH D, YAHR/Q WIKRHD W VWARKUHN VRl LDV V. RIPY. F
FKLOGUHQ UDSHG DQG OHIW WIRQ GAHDAOL ¥ H WOKD WUKIHWD. NWH/U P DUNRKK ML QRZAD. WHBIDF R ZE QX WHY S HELR_RIND\
E\ .DWK\ $FNHU DQG :LOOLDP 9%RVWRELOV WIQHV 3RHBUWVRFLDWL
*X\RWDW GLVWXUELQJ AOPV BERGDNDBWKW DHOQMH @IQXH OLQH S
*DVSDU 1RH DQG RWKHU WRUWQOUWHVER IKR D:OW HXS/H & LI]KER X0 U
D EOLQN RI WKH H\H +RZHYHUGM KO QWQANWDYHDFXRYVMWMWR U U
Rl WKH PDWHULDO LQ WKLV FROBMAWIR QOEHPDQ\GY @GGAQBOAEY
W\SH RI HQJDJHPHQW $JDLQ ,3KRIOEFRRBPSHWOKHE WIRRWDW K\EUL
WKHVH ZULWHUV DUH UHDO SHERSPK XGRW GI\XGHDWLROO VF RW BIR |
LPDJLQDWLRQ 5HDO SHRSOH ZWR BXIHNBIQE UMRI® WUDXPD RI
JRU PH WKLV UHDOL]DWLRQ P D&GHD X\® LOH BB O WIHYW RO ISRE HO HX
UHDG , KDYH D IRXU \HDU ROGSRHP DOIGUDRRRG-RXDIGLWHK LRNH
DERXW ZKLOH UHDGLQJ WKLV WH[SW AP ¥ O\ KIDHD DO W K @ K JKKR QK IDG
VRPHKRZ PDGH LW WR P\ IRUW KHIW ZLDSKR/XWVVEHBWKQJ LQ
WKH ZD\V WKHVH ZULWHUV VXIITHUHKGOKH ,FRRRGGV RVK BV IVDH [ W
EHFRPH D YLFWLP $QG REYLBXVORXPDOWFRKVRIUWEBBVHORQHWKH
ZULWHUV LV VRPHRQH:-V FKLOGDHEYRQXWHQQ DWRHFRPERVHRU L
WKLV UHVSRQVH WR WKH ERRN RUWLHKYE QRZLW RPX¥KD BHYK DSV D'
KDUG WLPH KROGLQJ EDFN WHPFBQOHFWLYHO\ ULVH XS DJDLQYV
, VKDUH P\ SHUVRQDO WKEXKXDONV RALWIR URHDMKRWKDW OHY
GHPRQVWUDWH WKH VXSUHPHARX G B UWVHRIXLO HSREWK URIDGHUV
WKLV WH[W , FRXOG:-YH HDVLQ@\H®WDWHQWR PWKH \VIHF KKHRILFAF F
DSSURDFK ZKHUH , EURXJKW DQ@BAR WHK/H VIR Q@ X WUWM MW L\RIOH E R
WKHRULVWY OLNH 1LFROD *DYBQ GZKRYRUILB®S RO DMR\Q DHQG :H [
LQAXHQWLDO WKHRU\ RI “WKH FRFOUNRWD R I WFHD[IX B O GIL\D\VI DR QD S HEk
SUHVHQWY D FRPSHOOLQJ DUDFFHREXWWRBOWK B QG WWHRLFROO |
SUREOHPV HQJHQGHUHG E\ IBRPIFONYWQ JFRKOW XWKHWHFHVVD
LQVLVWHQFH RQ FHQWHULQJ PRIOW KK N WPHEKF R VHH X IBGI LGV RDQAY RVUKM
IRUHIURQW RI GLVFRXUVH 2U WKH WKHRULVW &DWK\ &DUXWK
ZKRVH IRXQGDWLRQDO ZRUN LQ 7UDXPD 6WXGLHV JLYHV
XV D PHWKRG IRU GLVFXVVLQJ DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKH
LPSDFW Rl WUDXPD RQ WKH LQGLYLGXDO DQG VRFLHW\ 7R
QDPH EXW WZR +RZHYHU LQ UHWURVSHFW , GHFLGHG D
PRUH SHUVRQDO UHAHFWLRQ EHWWHU VHUYHG WKH SULPDU\
WH[W EHFDXVH LW KLW PH DW WKH OHYHO RI SDWKRV VR PXFK
VWURQJHU WKDQ RQ WKH OH YCEhstdpherCHRgR Wes nULow/ Agelés WwbidRezhe
D OLQH IURP 6KDQQRQ (OL]D Bé¢hdtds nariativ&StRdofy lndtedhiggue@tCalifornia
in A Shadow Map "1R PDWWHU KRZ $atd- KniyeMity WaitHRdge. He's the author of
LQWHOOHFWXDOO\ UDWLR QD O ttHrek Médks] tWd dNaglipbkd, Br@ nuPrer&ii® Shori (
DOZD\V UHDFW LQ D FHUWD L Qwarks\fonverué&sisutiGas BYHQ 'BON HWU 4 XC
UHDGLQJ DOPRVW IRXU KXQGU#&h6G 73CH BB URLVWIKH.WL A B WHILA\D O
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